All praises and thanks be to Allaah, the Lord of the worlds who ordered us to supplicate Him and Who promised to answer. I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship but Allaah Alone, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, may Allaah send His blessings, forgiveness, mercy and greetings upon him, his household and his Companions.
 
Dear Brothers!   Know that Du’aa’ is the most superior form of worship. On the authority of An-Nu’maan ibn Al-Basheer, may Allaah be pleased with them both, who narrated that the Prophet sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam said: “Du’aa’ is worship", then he recited the saying of Allaah, the Almighty which means: “And your Lord says: Call on Me; I will answer your (prayers); verily those who are too arrogant to worship Me will surely enter hell abased”. (Ghaafir: 60) (Abu Daawood & Tirmithi).
 
Allaah the Almighty ordered us in so many Qur'aanic verses to make Du’aa’. He promised to respond and praised His prophets and messengers when He said which means: “They were ever quick in doing in good works, they used to call on Us in yearning and awe, and were submissive unto Us” (Al-Anbiyaa': 90).

 
Also Allaah has told His Prophet sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam that He is nearby and answers the prayers of any supplicant who calls to Him. He said which means: “When My servants ask you concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them), I respond to the prayer of every supplicant when he calls on Me. Let them also, with a will, Listen to My call, and believe in Me: That they may walk in the right way.”.  (Al-Baqarah: 186).
 
Allaah has ordered us to supplicate to Him, especially in the times of calamity and grief, since He said that no one can listen to the distressed nor relieve the suffering except Him. He said which means: “Or, who listens to the distressed (soul) when he calls on Him, and who relieves his suffering?”. (An -Naml: 62)
 
He also reproached the people who do not make Du’aa’ in times of distress or ease, saying: “And We sent no Prophet unto any town, but We seized its people with suffering from extreme poverty and loss of health and calamities, so that they might humiliate themselves (and repent to Allah).”. (Al-A’raaf: 94). 
 
And He said which means:  “Before you We sent (messengers) to many nations and We afflicted the nations with suffering and adversity that they call (Allaah) in humility – when the suffering reached them from Us, why then did they not call (Allaah) in humility? On the contrary, their hearts became hardened and Satan made their (sinful) acts alluring to them.” (Al-An’aam: 42-43).
 
This is a mercy and bounty from Allaah. In spite of Allaah’s being in no need of His creatures; He commanded them to supplicate Him because they are the ones who are in need of Him, saying which means: “O, mankind! It is you that have need of Allaah, but Allaah is the one free of all wants, worthy of all praise” (Faatir: 15). In addition, He said which means: “But Allaah is free of all wants, and it is you that are needy”.   (Muhammad:38).
 
Allaah said in a Hadeeth Qudsi: “O My servants, all of you are astray except for those I have guided. So seek guidance of Me and I shall guide you. O My servants, all of you, are hungry except for those I have fed, so seek food of Me and I shall feed you. O, My servants, you commit sin by night and by day and I forgive all sins, so seek forgiveness from Me and I shall forgive you.”  (Muslim).
 
O servants of Allaah, fear your Lord and beseech Him. It was reported on the authority of ‘Aa’ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, who narrated that the Prophet sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam said: “Verily, Allaah loves those who are persistent in supplication”. Therefore, Du’aa’ is the most superior form of worship. It indicates humility and humbleness to Allaah and shows the need of the supplicant for Him. It shows the kindness of one’s heart and his real desire of Allaah’s bounty and fear from Him. However, relinquishment of Du’aa’ indicates arrogance and hardness of one’s heart. In addition, turning away from Allaah is a reason for entering the Hellfire. 

 
O Muslims! Increase supplication to Allaah, being sincere in devotion to Him, and know that Du’aa’ is greatest during the days of trials and difficulties -- the times during which Allah tests His servants in their religion, their beliefs, their scholars and those who call others to Islam.

In conclusion, we may comprehend the importance of Du’aa with these two verses:
Say (O Muhammad SAW): "My Lord pays attention to you only because of your invocation to Him.

“Call on your Lord with humility and in private: for Allaah loveth not those who trespass beyond bounds. Do not make mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order, but call on Him with fear and hope for the mercy of Allaah is (always) near to those who do good”  (Al-'Araaf: 55-56).
