Alhamdulillah for the favor that Allah (swt) honored us with Islam, to be Muslims. To be a Muslim is enough to be a pathway for us to Paradise, at least enough to put our first step in paradise. 
Dear Brothers,
Salat is the second pillar of Islam. Five times a day we are obliged to do it and we cannot leave it for any reason. There is a very severe penalty for leaving prayer. If you are sick, you are aloud not to fast without penalty. If you are poor and you have no money to give zakat there is no penalty for not giving zakah. If you cannot afford to go to hajj there is no penalty. But for leaving salat there is a very high penalty. Ma bayn al-kufr wal iman tark al-salah, - What is between belief and disbelief is leaving prayer. So there is no way, no excuse for any sick person, for a person with or without money, he or she has to pray. A sick person who cannot pray standing can sit and pray; who cannot pray sitting prays lying down, one who can’t pray lying down may pray with his eyes. Salat has to be performed under any circumstances. 
Allah (swt) gave Muhammad (s) fifty salat but then with His mercy he reduced it to five. But in the mizan, in the balance, the five salat are considered fifty. If we do our five prayers correctly with complete submission to Allah, complete presence (khush`u) then it as if we were peforming salat 24 hours a day, it is equal to fifty prayers. Then it will be written for us, in the mizan, Wa ma khalaqta al-jinn wal ins illa liy`abudun. You will be under the tajalli of that verse. 

Additionally, salat is very important because it contains the whole of `ibada. First in salat you declare the shahada the Oneness of Allah in at-Tahiyyat: ashhadu an la ilaha illa Allah wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan `abduhu wa rasuluh. To become a Muslim, you say shahada only one time in your life. In your salat you are saying it every day in every two rak`at. So salat includes the first pillar of Islam, kalimat at-tauheed. 

Salah also includes your zakat. Out of your capital , you give two and a half percent as zakat. But in salat you give more than that. In salat you are giving your whole time to Allah swt. You spend your time during which you could have earned money just for the sake of Allah. So your zakat inceases to 100 %. That is real zakat! You are giving everything that belongs to you. And the most important thing that belongs to you is when Allah gave you the body and this spirit--you are giving to Allah (swt).

Moreover,in salat you are holding your tongue from eating, drinking, backbiting, speaking. Not only your tongue, but your whole body from all worldly desires.That is a higher level of fasting that is included in salat.

The last pillar of Islam is hajj. In your prayer it is as if you are making pilgrimage five times a day. When you direct yourself to the qibla as soon as you say "Allahu Akbar."

The most important pillar (rukn) of hajj is to be in bayt ul haraam. So the most important thing for us is when we say "Allahu Akbar", to see it through our hearts, through our mind, through every cell of our body. EVERYTHING is saying "Allahu Akbar" in the presence of the Ka’aba, the House of Allah (swt) on earth.  Allah knows what kind of secrets and tajalli are there. So in your prayer it is as if you are directing yourself by disconnecting with the dunya and facing the Ka’aba. So it as if you have gone there for hajj. 

Dear Brothers,

Islam is five pillars. The Prophet (s) wrapped all of them, shahada, salah, zakat, siyam and hajj with two cords: iman bil ghayb, belief in the Unseen, and the state of ihsan - perfected character. These five pillars, which every Muslim performs, cannot be perfected without first tying up salat, prayer. That is because prayer includes all five pillars.That is why we cannot be excused from leaving one prayer. If we want to save ourselves we should keep our connection with Islam tight by performing salat! 

