Allah (SWT) has characterised the pious as:

"Those who, when they have done something shameful or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins -- and none can forgive sins but Allah -- and they do not persist in what (sin) they have done, while they know. For such, the reward is Forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing underneath (Paradise), wherein they shall abide forever. How bountious the reward for the workers!" (3:135-6).

As Muslims we believe Allah forgives sins, yet the onus of responsibility rests with us to turn to Allah in repentance. It is never enough to simply desire forgiveness, or to passively wish for it. We know that the Mercy of Allah knows no bounds, but it is also essential to know that Allah will not forgive someone who does not sincerely, and actively, strive toward His Mercy and Forgiveness. We must relinquish ourselves to Allah's Generosity and Compassion and truly turn to him in tawbah (repentance), if we genuinely want forgiveness. Allah states, "My Punishment I afflict with it whom I will and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those who are pious…" (s.7:156).

Allah also says, "Say: O My servants who have transgressed against their souls! Do not despair of the Mercy of Allah; for Allah forgives all sins. Verily He is The Forgiver, The Merciful. Turn unto Him repentant, and surrender unto Him, before the punishment comes to you, then you cannot be helped," (s.39:53-54).

Repentance is, to turn away from the sin, do goodness, and obey Allah. When someone commits sins he/she is like a runaway slave fleeing from his/her master. When someone abstains from sin and proceeds to perform goodness, it is like a runaway slave returning to his/her rightful master. In other words, the sinner returns to Allah, the Real Master by seeking repentance. Based on this definition, someone has merely turned away from sin and has not done goodness nor obeyed Allah, is not truly repentant.

The scholars of Islam are in consensus concerning the fact that immediate tawbah is compulsory for every sin. Regarding this issue, we shall produce some proofs from the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

After Allah ordered the believers, men and women, to lower their gaze, He states, "And O you believers, turn unto Allah together in repentance, in order that you may succeed," (s.24:31).

From this ayah, it is  clear that Allah orders the believers to turn in repentance to Him, if they desire success in this life and the Hereafter.

Similarly, Allah also says, "O you who believe! Turn unto Allah in sincere repentance!" (s.66:8).

Subsequently, Allah informs us that, "He is the One Who accepts repentance from His servants and forgives sins; And He knows all that you do," (s.42:25).

Allah asks of us, "Shouldn’t they turn unto Allah and seek His Forgiveness? For Allah is Forgiving, Merciful," (5:74). Allah is encouraging us to seize the opportunity of turning to Him in repentance and seek His Forgiveness. We should not take Allah’s attributes of being the Forgiving, the Merciful, for granted. Who else is there to turn toward, to cleanse us of our sins and purify our souls? Yet, this would never happen unless we actively turn toward Allah, sincerely seek, and strive for, His forgiveness.

On the authority of al-Aghar bin Yasaar: The Prophet (saw) said, "O people! Repent to Allah and seek His Forgiveness, for I repent 100 times a day," (Sahih Muslim, #6522). If Rasulullah (saw), the one whom Allah had forgiven his past and future sins, had turned to Allah in such frequent repentance, then what about us who sin so abundantly?

On the authority of Anas bin Malik, that the Prophet (saw) said "Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than any one of you is when he suddenly finds his camel laden with supplies after losing it in a barren land," (Bukhari, Muslim). How generous our Lord is, that He should be so pleased with us when we seek His Forgiveness, and He is ever Forgiving and Merciful.

May Allah make us of those who sincerely repent and seek His Forgiveness often. And, may Allah accept our tawbah and shower us with His Mercy and Blessings, in order that we may be successful in this life and in the Hereafter.
