All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of all the worlds. May peace and blessings be upon the noble Prophet, his family and companions.

Dear Brothers,

One of the greatest things that help Muslims to gain piety, righteousness and to remain upon the path of truth and guidance is keeping the company of good people and avoiding evil company. This is because man, by his nature, is influenced by his friends and companions and adopts their characteristics and mannerisms. Also, man’s character is known through his brothers and friends as pointed out by the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam when he said, “Man is on the religion of his friend, so let every one of you examine whom he befriends.” (Abu Daawood and others)

Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood said, “Nothing reveals anything more about a man than the company which he keeps.” Some wise men say. “People think of a man what they think of his companions.”

Little wonder then that Islaam attaches immense importance on the matter of companionship and friendship so much so that the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam directed every individual of the Muslim community to select only righteous and pious people to be their friends and companions. He said, “Do not befriend except the believer and nobody should eat your food (with you) except the pious.” (Abu Daawood and others)
It is then only wise and logical that man should keep the company of those who benefit him in matters of his religion and life, for the best companion is the one who is pious, righteous, possesses noble conduct and manners, has a clear conscience and is ambitious. After these characteristics are present, the next most desirable qualities are being learned in the sciences, arts and Islaamic Jurisprudence as well as possessing wisdom. These are the characteristics of those that one can feel comfortable with and be pleased to be in their company. This is because of their sincerity, assistance during difficulties and one’s safety from any evil actions from them. Whoever is fortunate enough to have such a companion has this as a sign for his happiness and success. He must therefore hold fast to him, fulfil his right of companionship and be truthful with him. He should also respect him, share with him his happy and sad moments, assist him in hardship and overlook his mistakes, because no man is infallible and it is enough of an honour for a man that his faults are enumerable.
Brothers in faith! Let us be reminded that all friendships will end in hatred and enmity sooner or later, except those between pious people for they are everlasting in this world and the next. Therefore fear Allaah and be dutiful to Him, follow the way of the rightly guided people and the pious by making friends with only good people and avoiding the sinful and wrongdoers. Allaah says that which translates to: “Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the righteous.”
