Islam is known through four sources. The first and unquestionable one is the Qur’ān. The second is the hadith or the sunnah and there is a difference between hadith and sunnah. The third is ijma'a or consensus of Muslim scholars and the fourth is analogy. Analogy means comparing two issues before rendering a decision.

What is Revelation and where did it come from? The Qur’ān states: “This tanzeelan (Revelation/Qur’ān) is from the One who created the earth and the sky which is very high.”

There were some people who said to Muhammad regarding the Qur’ān: “You have written it, it’s not from God; it is not the word of God it is your word.”  Other people said to him that “Some man from Persia is dictating that Qur’ān to you”.  In Arabic any one who is not Arabic speaking is referred to as ‘ajamee – it means he cannot speak Arabic.  The Qur’ānic verse that came to answer all these allegations says: This is a revelation from the One who created the earth and the high sky, is it possible for an ‘ajamee who does not know the Arabic language to deliver an Arabic Qur’ān to Muhammad?   You are contradicting yourselves. You are Arabs and know the language very well and you hold excellent competitions in the Arabic language go ahead and write such a Qur’ān; or just ten chapters of it, or even one chapter – like the smallest one. When they could not do that a final verse of the Qur’ān came to tell them: If the human kind and the jinn will gather together to write such a Qur’ān they will never be able to do it even if they back up each other. It means that this is beyond the ability of any human mind, and it is evidence of the power of the One who created and revealed these words. So the Qur’ān confirms that it is a revelation from God – the One who created the earth and the high sky. Why does God describe it as a “high sky”? It is to indicate that there is nothing higher than this “high sky” created by Allah who is, therefore, the highest.

Who created the earth and the sky and what is His ownership and what is His power?

So the Qur’ān, revealed by God, is the source which is not debatable. While we find many of the revelations prior to the Qur’ān have been changed by omissions or additions, the Qur’ān is intact and unchanged. It is the word of God, untouched by any other source, still intact as it was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, ‘alayhi-s-salato wa-s-salaam and that is a fulfillment of the promise of God: “Verily, We have revealed the Qur’ān and We are going to protect it”. So the Qur’ān is under the protection of God.

What is the function of that Qur’ān? Why was the Qur’ān revealed? The Qur’ān itself answers that question: This is the Book (the Qur'ân), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those who are Al-Muttaqûn [the pious and righteous persons who fear Allâh much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love Allâh much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)]. 

3. Who believe in the Ghaib [] and perform As-Salât (Iqâmat-as-Salât), [] and spend out of what we have provided for them [i.e. give Zakât [], spend on themselves, their parents, their children, their wives, etc., and also give charity to the poor and also in Allâh's Cause - Jihâd, etc.]. 

4. And who believe in (the Qur'ân and the Sunnah) [] which has been sent down (revealed) to you (Muhammad Peace be upon him ) and in [the Taurât (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel), etc.] which were sent down before you and they believe with certainty in the Hereafter. (Resurrection, recompense of their good and bad deeds, Paradise and Hell, etc.). 

5. They are on (true) guidance from their Lord, and they are the successful. 

6. Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to them whether you (O Muhammad Peace be upon him ) warn them or do not warn them, they will not believe.
