How great and wonderful is that which Allaah praised our Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam with, when he says: “And indeed you are of a great moral character” (Al-Qalam: 4). It is a fantastic indication of the importance of having honourable morals, as well a confirmation of their lofty rank in the great Islamic structure. High morals are the protecting fortress which Muslims seek security in and the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam pointed to its importance when he said: “I was sent to perfect honourable morals.” Truthfulness comes at the top of the list of morals and Allah considered it to be the foundation for all principles. Truthfulness, besides being an honourable trait, is a necessity in all our public lives and perhaps it is the greatest gate to happiness of individuals as well as their entire communities. For example, when one wishes to make a purchase, they will look for a salesperson who is known for their honesty. 

 

The most just and accurate scale of measuring a nation’s advancement is in the truthfulness of its people, whether in words or deeds. It is a major crisis when trust is lost and this occurs when people are dishonest in their dealings with one another. When this happens, lying spreads among the people - lying in words, deeds and intentions.

 

It is no surprise that Islamic law, or the Sharee’ah, opposes and prohibits lying and exalts truthfulness; it frequently mentions truthfulness as a pre-condition for piety. In fact, All mighty creator has decreed that truthfulness leads to piety, so whoever loses their truthfulness will in turn lose their piety. All mighty creator says in Quran: “O you who believe! Keep from disobedience to God in reverence for Him and piety, and keep the company of the truthful (those who are also faithful to their covenant with God).” (At-Tawbah: 119). 

 

Islaam considers truthfulness as the key to righteousness as the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said: “Truthfulness leads to righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. 
 

Thus, Muslims must be truthful, under in extremely difficult circumstances; they must realise that nothing except truthfulness will lead to their salvation, both in this life and the next. 

 

Dear brothers! It is incumbent upon us that we all be truthful in our words and deeds. This is so that we can regain the complete trust of others, which would bring about security, love, happiness and social-stability. Parents and guardians must raise their children on truthfulness so that they grow up having strong morals such as honesty, chastity and chivalry. Let parents beware of lying to their children, even if it is only to silence them from crying or to calm them down, as this is getting them used to the most despicable action in the scale of Allah. This is beside the fact that children will no longer trust their parent’s words or be affected by them. 

 

To illustrate this point, ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Aamir, may Allaah be pleased with him, narrated that: “Once, when I was a child, the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam was at our home. I was outside playing and my mother called out: ‘O ‘Abdullaah, come here and I will give you something’ the Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam asked: “What do you wish to give him?” she replied: ‘Dates’ he sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said: “If you hadn’t have intended to give him anything, then it would have been recorded against you that you lied.”
