All praise is due to Allah. May His peace and blessings be upon the Prophet, his family and companions.

Brothers in faith! Allah has perfected the religion for us, completed His favour upon us and has chosen for us Islam as our religion. Islam is a religion that has its basics and principles deeply rooted and strongly fortified. It enjoins all noble traits and forbids all corrupt deeds. It teaches that man’s elevation lies in religiosity and good conduct. Self-refinement enlivens hearts and leads to commendable characters. Characters have limits that, if overstepped, become hostilities and if they fall short of it they become shame and defect.

Call yourself to account for days you have spent in this life and know that whatever has passed can never be regained. The best among the wise people is the one who refines himself the most. Whoever understands this life well strives to attain the best thereof. This life is a season in which the vigilant search only for the most precious material.

Brothers in Islam! Real enjoyment of this world is only achieved by being steadfast and firm in matter of one’s religion. The happy person is the one who succeeds in making good use of his health in this world. The increase in one’s rank in Paradise depends on one’s virtuous deeds. The best thing one can occupy oneself with is the knowledge of Deen and whatever besides that is of secondary importance. When there is no knowledge, there will be misguidance. It is better to give priority to more important matters; for toiling in search of knowledge that caters for one’s well being in this world and the Hereafter is better than toiling for the mere enjoyment of this life. The fruit of this life are only knowledge and good deeds.

Being in the company of righteous brothers – even for a little while - is a good opportunity for it helps to carry out acts of obedience to Allah and to adopt good characters, do not therefore keep but the company of wise and trustworthy people. Give yourself a time for supplicating to your Lord and a time for calling yourself to account and put your eyes and tongue under control, for looking at forbidden things spoils happiness and makes life difficult. The pleasures of this world are just ways to destruction. Whoever surrenders himself to the dictates of his inclinations and whims will perish.

If a believer supplicates but does not get any answer and repeats the prayer over and over and yet still does not see any sign of an answer it is a test from Allah. He needs to be patient because what delays the acceptance of his supplication is a disease that needs medication, for Allah’s generosity is boundless. It may be that there is a benefit for him in the delay and harm in quick answering of his supplication. This is no doubt a blessing in the guise of a test. Also, lack of acceptance of your prayer may be caused by a sin, like earning from an impure source or being unmindful when making the supplication or because of a sin that you have not sincerely repented from. So, whenever you have a hardship, remember that you have not thanked Allah for a favour or that you have committed a sin. Beware lest your blessings be taken away or lest you be afflicted with calamities and always have the intention to do well. 

Fellow Muslims! Perfection is rare and the perfect people are very few. Real peace of mind lies in preventing the soul from following lustful desires and whims, and then it will be ready for good deeds and attaining virtues. The wise person should always remember death; in such a way that his heart is involved and his lusts and greed are suppressed. For, much remembrance of death protects from evil and secures against anxiety.
