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Journey of the Soul: Life, Death, and Eternal Purpose
الحمد لله رب العالمين، والصلاة والسلام على سيدنا محمد وعلى آله وصحبه أجمعين
Dear brothers and sisters in Islam,
Today, we are going to reflect upon the greatest reality that faces every soul - the journey from this temporal existence to the eternal realm. Allah سبحانه وتعالى reminds us on a day of both solemnity and significance. 
Allah's wisdom in the Holy Quran: كُلُّ نَفْسٍ ذَائِقَةُ الْمَوْتِ ۖ ثُمَّ إِلَيْنَا تُرْجَعُونَ "Every soul will taste death. Then to Us will you be returned." (Surah Al-Ankabut, 29:57)
Dear brothers and sisters, Allah سبحانه وتعالى has blessed us with life for a divine purpose. In Surah Al-Mulk, He tells us: تَبَارَكَ الَّذِي بِيَدِهِ الْمُلْكُ وَهُوَ عَلَىٰ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ ﴿١﴾ الَّذِي خَلَقَ الْمَوْتَ وَالْحَيَاةَ لِيَبْلُوَكُمْ أَيُّكُمْ أَحْسَنُ عَمَلًا ۚ وَهُوَ الْعَزِيزُ الْغَفُو
"Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all things competent - [He] who created death and life to test you as to which of you is best indeed. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving." (67:1-2)
Dear brothers and sisters, reflecting upon this profound truth: Allah سبحانه وتعالى mentions death before life in this verse, teaching us that our earthly existence is a bridge between two realms. 
الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَتَطْمَئِنُّ قُلُوبُهُم بِذِكْرِ اللَّهِ ۗ أَلَا بِذِكْرِ اللَّهِ تَطْمَئِنُّ الْقُلُوبُ "Those who believe and whose hearts find comfort in the remembrance of Allah. Truly it is in the remembrance of Allah that hearts find peace." (Ar-Ra'd, 13:28)
Our beloved Prophet محمد ﷺ said: الدُّنْيَا سِجْنُ الْمُؤْمِنِ وَجَنَّةُ الْكَافِرِ "The world is a prison for the believer and a paradise for the disbeliever." (Sahih Muslim)
This hadith illuminates our understanding that this world is temporary, a testing ground for our eternal destiny. The true believer sees beyond the material confines of this existence.

Dear believers, when the Prophet محمد ﷺ said: مَوْتُ الْعَالِمِ مُصِيبَةٌ لَا تُجْبَرُ وَثُلْمَةٌ لَا تُسَدُّ، وَنَجْمٌ طَمَسَ، وَمَوْتُ قَبِيلَةٍ أَيْسَرُ مِنْ مَوْتِ عَالِمٍ
"The death of a scholar is a loss that cannot be compensated, a gap that cannot be filled, a star that has been extinguished, and the death of a tribe is lighter than the death of a scholar." (Al-Darimi)
Allah سبحانه وتعالى further teaches us in Surah Al-Baqarah: وَلَنَبْلُوَنَّكُم بِشَيْءٍ مِّنَ الْخَوْفِ وَالْجُوعِ وَنَقْصٍ مِّنَ الْأَمْوَالِ وَالْأَنفُسِ وَالثَّمَرَاتِ ۗ وَبَشِّرِ الصَّابِرِينَ
"And We will surely test you with something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good tidings to the patient." (2:155)
Our beloved Prophet محمد ﷺ taught us about the reality of death through his words: كُنْ فِي الدُّنْيَا كَأَنَّكَ غَرِيبٌ أَوْ عَابِرُ سَبِيلٍ "Be in this world as if you were a stranger or a traveler along a path." (Bukhari)
The Prophet محمد ﷺ taught us about the enduring nature of righteous deeds:
إِذَا مَاتَ الْإِنْسَانُ انْقَطَعَ عَنْهُ عَمَلُهُ إِلَّا مِنْ ثَلَاثَةٍ "When a person dies, their deeds end except for three: ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who prays for them." (Muslim)
The Prophet ﷺ said:
مَنْ سَلَكَ طَرِيقًا يَلْتَمِسُ فِيهِ عِلْمًا سَهَّلَ اللَّهُ لَهُ طَرِيقًا إِلَى الْجَنَّةِ
"Whoever takes a path upon which to obtain knowledge, Allah makes the path to Paradise easy for him." (Muslim) 
اللَّهُمَّ اغْفِرْ لِحَيِّنَا وَمَيِّتِنَا، وَشَاهِدِنَا وَغَائِبِنَا، وَصَغِيرِنَا وَكَبِيرِنَا، وَذَكَرِنَا وَأُنْثَانَا
O Allah, grant us the wisdom to understand the temporary nature of this world and the eternal nature of our deeds.
"O Allah, forgive our living and our dead, those present and those absent, our young and our old, our males and our females."
O Allah, grant our teacher the highest ranks in Jannah, illuminate his grave, and allow his legacy of knowledge and service to continue benefiting Your creation. Ameen.
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