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Khutbah: Salah – The Ascension of a Believer
All Praise is due to Allah (سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ), who has gifted us the blessing of Salah the pillar of our faith and the key to success. We send peace and blessings upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad (ﷺ), who taught us that Salah is the Mi‘raj (ascension) of a believer, a means of drawing closer to Allah (سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ) and purifying our souls.
As we approach the blessed month of Ramadan, let us take a moment to reflect: How is the quality of our Salah? Are we truly praying with devotion, or has our prayer become just a routine?
Fasting in Ramadan is not just about abstaining from food and drink; rather, it is a time of spiritual renewal, self-discipline, and strengthening our connection with Allah. Salah plays a vital role in this journey. If we want to maximize our worship in Ramadan, we must start now by improving our focus, sincerity, and consistency in Salah. 

Dear respected brothers and sisters,
Salah is not just a ritual or a set of mechanical movements; it is the lifeline of the soul, the nourishment of the heart, and the greatest form of connection with Allah. It is the moment when the believer stands in absolute humility before the Lord of the Worlds. Allah (سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ) describes Salah in the Qur’an as a shield against sin:  "إِنَّ الصَّلَاةَ تَنْهَىٰ عَنِ ٱلْفَحْشَآءِ وَٱلْمُنكَرِ ۗ وَلَذِكْرُ ٱللَّهِ أَكْبَرُ ۗ وَٱللَّهُ يَعْلَمُ مَا تَصْنَعُونَ" 
"Indeed, Salah prevents immorality and wrongdoing, and the remembrance of Allah is greater. And Allah knows what you do." (Surah Al-‘Ankabut, 29:45)
Salah is a conversation with Allah, a moment where we stand humbly before Him, acknowledging our dependence on His mercy and guidance. The Prophet (ﷺ) said:  "إِذَا قَامَ أَحَدُكُمْ يُصَلِّي فَإِنَّهُ يُنَاجِي رَبَّهُ"
"When one of you stands for Salah, he is speaking to his Lord." (Bukhari)
This means that every time we pray, we are directly addressing Allah how then can we be heedless and distracted in our Salah?
1. Salah is the First Question on the Day of Judgment The Prophet (ﷺ) said:  "إِنَّ أَوَّلَ مَا يُحَاسَبُ بِهِ العَبْدُ يَوْمَ القِيَامَةِ مِنْ عَمَلِهِ الصَّلَاةُ، فَإِنْ صَلُحَتْ فَقَدْ أَفْلَحَ وَأَنْجَحَ، وَإِنْ فَسَدَتْ فَقَدْ خَابَ وَخَسِرَ"
"The first action for which a servant will be held accountable on the Day of Judgment is his Salah. If it is sound, then the rest of his deeds will be sound. If it is corrupt, then the rest of his deeds will be corrupt." (Tirmidhi)
Salah is not just another duty it is the foundation of all our deeds. If our prayer is strong, our entire faith will be strong.
2. Salah Protects Us From Sin like a shield that safeguards us from disobedience. A person who prays with sincerity and remains consistent in Salah will find it difficult to engage in sin.
3. Salah is a Gift from the Night of Mi‘raj Unlike other commandments, which were revealed on Earth, Salah was gifted to the Prophet (ﷺ) during the Night of Ascension (Isra and Mi‘raj). This shows the heavenly status of Salah.
4. Salah Brings Light to the Face and Heart The Prophet (ﷺ) said:  "الصَّلَاةُ نُورٌ" "Salah is a light." (Muslim)
A person who prays regularly will find peace in the heart, clarity in the mind, and brightness in their face on the Day of Judgment.
Dear Believers If we want to fully benefit from Ramadan, we must work on our Salah:
1. Develop Khushu‘ (Humility) in our Salah
· Pray as if we see Allah, and if we cannot, remember He sees us.
· Take a moment before starting Salah to pause, reflect, and clear our mind.
· Understand the meaning of what we recite in prayer. 
2. Pray with the Awareness of Tashahhud (Final Sitting)
· The moment we sit for Tashahhud, imagine that this is our final meeting with Allah before leaving this world.
· The Prophet (ﷺ) said:  "إِذَا قُمْتَ فِي صَلَاتِكَ فَصَلِّ صَلَاةَ مُوَدِّعٍ" "When you stand for Salah, pray as if it is your farewell prayer." (Ibn Majah)
If this were our last prayer, how much more sincerity would we bring into it?
3. Make Salah a Priority, Not an Obligation
· The Companions of the Prophet (ﷺ) did not see Salah as a burden—they saw it as a source of peace.
· The Prophet (ﷺ) would say: "يَا بِلالُ، أَقِمِ الصَّلَاةَ، أَرِحْنَا بِهَا" "O Bilal, give the call to prayer and comfort us with it!" (Abu Dawood) Salah was his escape, his relief, his sanctuary—not just a duty.
4. Guard the Sunnah and Nafl (Voluntary) Prayers
· The Prophet (ﷺ) said:  "أَحَبُّ الْأَعْمَالِ إِلَى اللَّهِ أَدْوَمُهَا وَإِنْ قَلَّ" "The most beloved acts to Allah are those performed consistently, even if they are small." (Bukhari, Muslim) Praying extra Sunnah prayers brings immense rewards and draws us closer to Allah (سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ).
As Ramadan approaches, let us pay attention to the quality of our Salah. This is the time to prepare our hearts, so that when Ramadan arrives, we are ready to stand in prayer with sincerity, humility, and devotion.
· Are we rushing through Salah, or making it meaningful?
· Are we fully present in our prayers, or distracted by the world?
· Are we using Salah to prepare our hearts for Ramadan?
Ramadan is a month of purification and nearness to Allah, but if we do not take our Salah seriously, we will miss the true blessings of the month. Let us start now—before Ramadan arrives—so that we enter the blessed month with hearts already connected to Allah.
📖 اللَّهُمَّ اجْعَلْ قُلُوبَنَا مُتَعَلِّقَةً بِالصَّلَاةِ، وَارْزُقْنَا الْخُشُوعَ وَالْإِخْلَاصَ فِيهَا، وَاجْعَلْهَا لَنَا نُورًا فِي الدُّنْيَا وَالْآخِرَةِ، وَبَلِّغْنَا رَمَضَانَ بِقُلُوبٍ نَقِيَّةٍ وَنُفُوسٍ مُطْمَئِنَّةٍ. 
"O Allah, make our hearts attached to Salah, grant us humility and sincerity in it, and make it a light for us in this world and the Hereafter. Allow us to reach Ramadan with pure hearts and peaceful souls." Ameen.

Namaz – Müminin Miracı

Degerli kardeslerim Ramazan ayı yaklaşırken, gönüllerimizi namazla aydınlatmanın vaktidir. Oruç, sadece aç kalmak değildir; ruhun terbiyesi, sabrın güçlenmesi ve kulluğun en güzel şekilde yaşanmasıdır. İşte namaz, bu arınma sürecinin en önemli ve vazgeçilmez ibadetidir.
Ustadimiz soyle buyuruyor:
📖 "Namaz, mü’minin miracı, Allah’a en kısa yoldan ulaştıran vesiledir. Miraç’ta namaz hediye edilmiş, mü’min için günde beş defa Rabbine yükselme vesilesi kılınmıştır."
Namaz kılmayan bir kalbin Ramazan'dan tam anlamıyla istifade etmesi mümkün değildir. Çünkü Ramazan’ın ruhu ancak namaz ile hissedilir. Namaz, bir Müslümanın Allah ile olan ahdini sürekli yenilediği, Rabbi’ne yakınlaştığı bir duraktır.

Namaz, müminin Allah’a en kısa yoldan ulaşmasını sağlayan ibadettir. İman ve namaz, birbirinden ayrılmaz iki kardeştir.
Allah (سُبْحَانَهُ وَتَعَالَىٰ) Kur’an’da soyle buyuruyor: "Şüphesiz ki namaz, insanı hayasızlıktan ve kötülükten alıkoyar. Allah’ı anmak ise en büyük ibadettir. Allah, yaptıklarınızı bilir." (Ankebût, 29:45)
Peygamber Efendimiz (ﷺ) şöyle buyurmuştur: "Sizden biri namaza durduğu zaman, Rabbi ile konuşmaktadır." (Buhari)
Bu yüzden, namazı yalnızca bir yükümlülük olarak değil, ruhu besleyen bir nimet olarak görmek gerekir.
1. Namaz, Kıyamet Günü İlk Sorgulanacak İbadettir
Peygamber Efendimiz (ﷺ) buyurdu: "Kıyamet günü kulun amelleri arasında ilk hesaba çekileceği ibadet namazdır. Eğer namazı düzgün olursa, diğer amelleri de düzgün olur. Eğer bozuk olursa, diğer amelleri de bozuk olur." (Tirmizî)
2. Namaz, Ruhun Temizliği ve Günahlara Kefarettir  
📖 "Namaz, insanın zâhirî pisliklerden temizlendikten sonra kalb ve ruhuyla da yunup yıkanması, huzur-u kibriyaya kabul edilmeye hazır hâle gelmesi demektir."
3. Namaz, Ruhun Canlanmasını Sağlar
📖 "Namaz, insanın solan şuurunu yeniden canlandırır, O’na olan ahdini yeniler. Namaz kılmayan bir insanın ruhu, tıpkı güneşe bakmayan bir çiçek gibi solar."
4. Namaz, Müminin Manevi Zırhıdır
Ustadimiz, namazı şu şekilde tarif eder: 📖 "Günde kılınan beş vakit namaz, terakkiye müştak gönüller için, günde beş defa miraç yapmak ve Allah’a ulaşmak için bir merdiven vazifesi görür." 
5. Namaz, İnsanlığın Gerçek Huzura Ulaşması İçin En Büyük Vesiledir 
📖 "İnsanlık bir gün bütünüyle namaza teveccüh ettiğinde gerçek huzuru da bulmuş olacaktır."
1. Namazlarimizi Huşû İçinde Şuurlu Kılmayi nasip etsin Rabbimiz inshllh 
2. Nafile Namazlarla Namazlarimizı Kuvvetlendirmeli
3. Namazı Sadece Bir Zorunluluk Değil, Bir İhtiyaç Olarak Görmeyi nasip etsin Rabbimiz inshllh 

📖 اللَّهُمَّ اجْعَلْ قُلُوبَنَا مُتَعَلِّقَةً بِالصَّلَاةِ وَبَلِّغْنَا رَمَضَانَ بِقُلُوبٍ نَقِيَّةٍ وَنُفُوسٍ مُطْمَئِنَّةٍ.
"Allah’ım, kalbimizi namaza bağla, Ramazan’a temiz bir kalp ve huzurlu bir ruh ile ulaşmayı nasip et!" Ameen.
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