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Dear brothers and sisters in Islam.
In this blessed month of Rabi' al-Awwal, we commemorate a momentous event in human history - the birth of our beloved Prophet Muhammad ﷺ. Allah Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an:
لَقَدْ مَنَّ اللَّهُ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنِينَ إِذْ بَعَثَ فِيهِمْ رَسُولًا مِّنْ أَنفُسِهِمْ يَتْلُو عَلَيْهِمْ آيَاتِهِ وَيُزَكِّيهِمْ وَيُعَلِّمُهُمُ الْكِتَابَ وَالْحِكْمَةَ وَإِن كَانُوا مِن قَبْلُ لَفِي ضَلَالٍ مُّبِينٍ
"Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers when He sent among them a Messenger from themselves, reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching them the Book and wisdom, although they had been before in manifest error." [Surah Al-Imran, 3:164]
My dear brothers and sisters, before the birth of our Prophet ﷺ, the Arabian Peninsula was engulfed in a period known as "Jahiliyyah" - the Age of Ignorance. It was a time of darkness, where paganism and idol worship reigned supreme. The sacred Kaaba, built by Prophets Ibrahim and Ismail as a house of monotheistic worship, was surrounded by idols. Society was plagued by tribal warfare, social injustice, and moral corruption. Practices such as female infanticide and exploitation of the weak were rampant.
But Allah, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, had decreed a change. This change came in the form of a man who would become the final Prophet of Islam - Muhammad ibn Abdullah ﷺ.
Born in Makkah in the year 570 CE to the noble Quraysh tribe, the early life of Prophet Muhammad ﷺ was marked by hardship and loss. Orphaned at a young age, losing his father Abdullah before birth and his mother Amina when he was just six years old, he was raised by his grandfather Abdul Muttalib and later by his uncle Abu Talib.
Despite these challenges, Muhammad ﷺ was known for his exemplary character, earning the title "Al-Amin" - the trustworthy - among his people. Imam Ibn Kathir and Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah teach us that these early hardships were part of Allah's divine plan, preparing our Prophet ﷺ for his monumental role. These experiences cultivated in him a profound empathy for the poor, the oppressed, and the orphaned - qualities that would define his leadership as the last and final messenger of Allah.
At the age of 40, while in solitude in the Cave of Hira, Prophet Muhammad ﷺ received the first divine revelation. The Angel Jibreel appeared to him with the command:
اقْرَأْ بِاسْمِ رَبِّكَ الَّذِي خَلَقَ ﴿١﴾ خَلَقَ الْإِنسَانَ مِنْ عَلَقٍ ﴿٢﴾ اقْرَأْ وَرَبُّكَ الْأَكْرَمُ ﴿٣﴾ الَّذِي عَلَّمَ بِالْقَلَمِ ﴿٤﴾ عَلَّمَ الْإِنسَانَ مَا لَمْ يَعْلَمْ ﴿٥﴾
"Read in the name of your Lord who created - Created man from a clinging substance. Read, and your Lord is the most Generous - Who taught by the pen - Taught man that which he knew not." [Surah Al-Alaq, 96:1-5]
This profound moment marked the beginning of a 23-year mission that would transform the world. As the final messenger, Muhammad ﷺ was entrusted with a universal message transcending race, nationality, and class.
Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated:
"The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah's Messenger was in the form of good dreams which came true like bright daylight. Then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira, where he used to worship (Allah alone) continuously for many days... until suddenly the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him and asked him to read." [Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 3]
My dear brothers and sisters, through Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, Allah purified souls, cleansed hearts, and bestowed mercy upon all worlds. His birth was a breakthrough, a turning point in human history. Through him, Allah guided the lost, taught the ignorant, opened blind eyes, cleared deaf ears, and granted dignity to the oppressed.
He is the Messenger of Allah ﷺ, the close friend of the Most Merciful. Allah tells us:
مَنْ يُطِعِ الرَّسُولَ فَقَدْ أَطَاعَ اللَّهَ ۖ وَمَن تَوَلَّىٰ فَمَا أَرْسَلْنَاكَ عَلَيْهِمْ حَفِيظًا
"He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah; but those who turn away - We have not sent you over them as a guardian." [Surah An-Nisa, 4:80]
Our beloved Prophet ﷺ taught us that our faith is incomplete without loving him. He said:
لا يؤمن أحدكم حتى أكون أحبَّ إليه من ولده ووالده والناس أجمعين
"None of you truly believes until I am more beloved to him than his child, his parent, and all of mankind." [Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim]
As we reflect on the birth and life of our Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, let us renew our commitment to following his teachings, emulating his character, and spreading his message of peace, justice, and submission to Allah. Let us strive to be among those who truly love and follow him, for in doing so, we draw closer to Allah and find success in this life and the next.
May Allah grant us the ability to follow the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, to love him as we should, and to be counted among his followers on the Day of Judgment. Ameen.
أَقُولُ قَوْلِي هَذَا وَأَسْتَغْفِرُ اللهَ لِي وَلَكُمْ وَلِسَائِرِ الْمُسْلِمِينَ فَاسْتَغْفِرُوهُ إِنَّهُ هُوَ الْغَفُورُ الرَّحِيمُ
I say this and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and for you and for all Muslims, so seek His forgiveness. Indeed, He is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

İnsanlığın İftihar Tablosu’nun doğumu, topyekün insanlığın da yeniden doğumu sayılır. O’nun dünyayı şereflendireceği güne kadar akın karadan, gecenin gündüzden, gülün de dikenden farkı yoktu; dünya âdeta umumî bir matemhane, varlık da tıpkı bir kaostu.. O’nun eşyanın yüzüne çaldığı nur sayesinde, zulmet ziyadan ayrıldı, geceler gündüze kalboldu; kâinat kelime kelime, cümle cümle, fasıl fasıl okunur bir kitap hâline geldi.. her şey âdeta yeniden dirildi ve gerçek değerini buldu.
Evet, O’nun yeryüzünü şereflendirmesi, kâinat çapında bir vak’a ve yer-gök adına en büyük bir hâdise olduğu gibi, aynı zamanda insanlığın da yeniden dirilişi sayılır. O, elindeki, cihanları aydınlatan nurefşan mesajıyla, dünyayı yeniden göklere göre tanzim edeceği, varlığın perde arkası hakikatlerine tercüman olacağı, eşya ve hâdiselere yeni tefsir ve yeni yorumlar getireceği güne kadar varlık bütünüyle mânâsız, ruhsuz, birbirinden kopuk ve birbirine yabancı gibiydi; cansızlar âdeta, abesler resm-i geçidinde birer figür, canlılar “natürel seleksiyon”un dişleri arasında ve her gün başka bir ölüm ağında.. bu kara yalnızlıkta insanlar ise, her an başka bir ayrılıkla inleyen birer yetim, birer mazlum, birer mağdur vaziyetindeydi. O’nun neşrettiği nur sayesinde birdenbire karanlıkların büyüsü bozuldu, şeytanlar bozguna uğradı ve dalâletler gidip gayyayı boyladı.. eşyanın mahiyeti değişti; tahripler tamire dönüştü, inkırazlar da onarım hazırlığı şekline girdi.. dünya üzerindeki konup-göçmeler, gelip-gitmeler birer resm-i geçit hâlini aldı; doğumlar birer toy-düğün, ölümler de birer “şeb-i arûs” oldu.
O’nun ışığı başlarımızı okşamaya başladığı günden itibaren, ruhlarımızda “ebedî yok olma”nın tesiri kırıldı; hicranla çarpan sinelere dost ikliminden vuslat muştuları geldi-ulaştı. Bütün bir insanlık olarak biz hepimiz, O’nun gönüllerimize üflediği hayat sayesinde kendimizi idrak edip eşya ile münasebete geçebildik.. özümüzdeki cevherleri değerlendirip, benliğimizdeki sonsuzluk buudunu sezebildik. O olmasaydı, ne ruhumuzdaki bu derinlikleri kavrayabilir, ne de kabirden geçip sonsuzluğa uzayan bu yolu ve bu yolculuğu bu kadar şirin görebilirdik. Gönüllerimize aşk u heyecan salan O, gözlerimize ışıklar çalan O ve bizleri ebedler ülkesine seyahate hazırlayan da yine O’dur.
Bu itibarla diyebiliriz ki:
​“Dünya neye mâlikse O’nun vergisidir hep,
​Medyun O’na cemiyeti, medyun O’na ferdi;
​Medyundur O masuma bütün bir beşeriyet,
​Yâ Rab, mahşerde bizi bu ikrar ile haşret!”
أَلاَ إِنَّ أَحْسَنَ الْكَلاَمِ وَ أَبْلَغَ النِّظَامِ. كَلاَمُ اللهِ الْمَلِكِ الْعَزِيزِ الْعَلاَّمِ. كَمَا قَالَ اللهُ تَبَارَكَ وَ تَعَالَى فِي الْكَلاَمِ. وَ إِذَا قُرِئَ الْقُرْآنُ فَاسْتَمِعُوا لَهُ. وَ أَنْصِتُوا لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ. أَعُوذُ بِاللهِ مِنَ الشَّيْطَانِ الرَّجِيمِ. بِسْـمِ اللهِ الرَّحْمنِ الرَّحِيمِ: وَإِنْ تُبْدُوا مَا فِۤي أَنْفُسِكُمْ أَوْ تُخْفُوهُ يُحَاسِبْكُمْ بِهِ اللهُ
اَلْحَمْدُ للهِ. اَلْحَمْدُ للهِ. اَلْحَمْدُ للهِ حَمْدَ الْكَامِلِينَ كَمَا أَمَرَ. نَشْهَدُ أَنْ لاَ إِلهَ إِلاَّ اللهُ وَ نَشْهَدُ أَنَّ مُحَمَّدًا عَبْدُهُ وَ رَسُولُهُ النَّبِيُّ الْمُعْتَبَرُ. تَعْظِيمًا لِنَبِيِّهِ وَ تَكْرِيمًا لِفَخَامَةِ شَانِ شَرَفِ صَفِيِّهِ. فَقَالَ اللهُ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ مِنْ قَائِلٍ مُخْبِرًا وَ آمِرًا: {إِنَّ اللهَ وَ مَلاَئِكَتَهُ يُصَلُّونَ عَلَى النَّبِيِّ. يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا صَلُّوا عَلَيْهِ وَ سَلِّمُوا تَسْلِيمًا}. لَبَّيْكَ....
