KHUTBAH  Oct 17-2025
Khutbah – A Deeper View of Taqwā
Brothers and sisters,
 Taqwā—consciousness of Allah—is not merely about avoiding sin. It is the living awareness of Allah subḥānahu wa taʿālā in every decision, every word, every intention. It is a state of heart that guides us when conditions are easy and when they are difficult. Yet in our time, the circumstances surrounding faith have become complex. Many find it hard to maintain spiritual consistency while engaging with the realities of modern life.
A scholar once said, “True taqwā is not isolating oneself from the world, but walking through it without letting its dust cling to the heart.” Indeed, Allah subḥānahu wa taʿālā commands: ﴿فَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ مَا اسْتَطَعْتُمْ﴾ “So keep your duty to Allah as much as you can.” (at-Taghābun 64:16).

 Our responsibility is to strive within our limits — to preserve purity even when surrounded by imperfection.
In certain times, full perfection may not be possible. The Qur’ān itself provides flexibility for the believer. For instance, during danger, Allah allows the salāt al-khawf — the prayer of fear — as a mercy for those at war. The form changes, but the devotion remains. This teaches us that when conditions become restrictive, our sincerity carries more weight than the external perfection of our deeds. A prayer made with trembling hands in hardship may be dearer to Allah than one performed in comfort.

Brothers and sisters,
 We live in such a time—where remaining steadfast, even on the minimum of religious commitment, can be counted as great virtue. As a scholar of the last century observed, “The one who fulfills the obligations and avoids major sins in these times is among the muttaqīn.” The environment tests our endurance, our priorities, and our spiritual balance.
Yet we must not interpret taqwā as separation from the world. While some may retreat for personal purity, our mission calls us to engage—to live in the heart of society and illuminate it. Rasūlullāh ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam said: ﴿الْمُؤْمِنُ الَّذِي يُخَالِطُ النَّاسَ وَيَصْبِرُ عَلَى أَذَاهُمْ خَيْرٌ مِنَ الَّذِي لَا يُخَالِطُ النَّاسَ وَلَا يَصْبِرُ عَلَى أَذَاهُمْ﴾ “The believer who mixes with people and endures their harm is better than the one who avoids people and does not endure their harm.” (Ibn Mājah).

Thus, real taqwā requires moral courage—to stay pure while serving, to protect one’s soul while uplifting others. We cannot leave the field of life empty, for when the people of conscience withdraw, corruption fills the void. Even if walking among the crowd leaves some dust upon us, our duty is to keep cleaning the heart and continue the journey.

Dear brothers and sisters,
 There will be times when doing the right thing feels lonely or heavy. But Allah subḥānahu wa taʿālā sees our struggle. When we resist even small sins amid widespread neglect, He multiplies our reward. When we uphold sincerity under pressure, He counts it as steadfastness. Each difficulty becomes a stair leading closer to His pleasure.
Let us then understand taqwā not as withdrawal, but as engagement with awareness; not as fear that isolates, but as love that protects. To live with taqwā today means carrying the Qur’ān’s light through a world of shadows—without arrogance, without despair, with humble faithfulness.

O Allah, strengthen our hearts to walk the path of taqwā with courage and balance. Let us be among those who live purely in impure times, who serve faithfully without losing sincerity, and who bring light to the places of darkness. Āmīn.

Aziz kardeşlerim,
 Takvâ, sadece haramlardan uzak durmak değil, her durumda Allah’ı hatırda tutarak yaşamak demektir. Allah Teâlâ buyurur: ﴿فَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ مَا اسْتَطَعْتُمْ﴾ “Gücünüz yettiği kadar Allah’tan sakının.” (Teğâbün 64:16).

Bazen şartlar, dinî hayatı tam manasıyla yaşamaya izin vermez. Böyle dönemlerde az da olsa istikamet üzere kalmak büyük bir fazilettir. Geçmiş âlimler, “Farzları yerine getirip büyük günahları terk eden kimse müttakidir” demiştir. Çünkü zamanın fitneleri arttıkça sabrın değeri de artar.

Takvâ, toplumdan kaçmak değil, toplumun içinde kalarak gönül safiyetini korumaktır. Rasūlullāh ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam şöyle buyurur: ﴿الْمُؤْمِنُ الَّذِي يُخَالِطُ النَّاسَ وَيَصْبِرُ عَلَى أَذَاهُمْ خَيْرٌ مِنَ الَّذِي لَا يُخَالِطُ النَّاسَ وَلَا يَصْبِرُ عَلَى أَذَاهُمْ﴾ “İnsanlarla içli dışlı olup onların eziyetlerine sabreden mü’min, onlardan uzak durup sabretmeyenden daha hayırlıdır.” (İbn Mâce).

Gerçek takvâ, hizmetin içinde kalarak nefsi korumaktır. Zira safiyet, mücadele içinde kemale erer. Her dönemde olduğu gibi bugün de imanı, ahlâkı ve ümidi temsil edecek insanlara ihtiyaç vardır.

Allah bizleri takvâda derinleşen, samimiyetini kaybetmeden hizmet eden kullarından eylesin. Kalplerimizi rızasına yöneltsin, bizleri Rasūlullāh ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam’ın yolundan ayırmasın. Âmîn.
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