
Prophet John
يَا يَحْيٰى خُذِ الْكِتَابَ بِقُوَّةٍؕ وَاٰتَيْنَاهُ الْحُكْمَ صَبِياًّۙ وَحَنَاناً مِنْ لَدُنَّا وَزَكٰوةًؕ وَكَانَ تَقِياًّۙ وَبَراًّ بِوَالِدَيْهِ وَلَمْ يَكُنْ جَبَّاراً عَصِياًّ
Dear believers!
Today, I would like to share a khutba about the life and teachings of Prophet John (Yahya in Arabic). He is one of the honored prophets mentioned in the Quran, and his story carries important lessons for us.
The story of Prophet John begins with his father, Prophet Zechariah. Zechariah prayed to God for a righteous child to continue his mission of guiding the Israelites. God answered his prayer and blessed him with John. Even as a child, John was endowed with wisdom and the ability to positively influence people.
God instructed John to hold firmly to the Book (referring to the divine teachings) and granted him wisdom while he was still young. This emphasizes the importance of seeking knowledge and understanding the teachings of God.
John grew into a wise and pious person, always respectful to his parents. He lived a pure and righteous life, free from wrongdoing. He is also known for affirming the word of God, and it is mentioned that he later confirmed the mission of Jesus (Isa) as well.
John was specifically guided by God to call people to worship God alone, establish prayer, observe fasting, give to charity, and remember God regularly. These are fundamental aspects of the Islamic faith, and John served as a living example of how to practice them.
Despite his youth, John became a respected leader who delivered heartfelt sermons in the temple, urging people to worship the One true God and to prepare for the Day of Judgment.
Unfortunately, John's message did not sit well with some, including Herod, the ruler at the time. Herod viewed John as a threat due to his influence and the people's response to his teachings. Eventually, John was imprisoned and later martyred for his unwavering commitment to his message.
The life of John teaches us the importance of holding firmly to our faith, seeking knowledge, and living a righteous life. He faced many challenges but remained steadfast in his mission. His story serves as an inspiration for us to remain true to our beliefs and values, even in the face of adversity.
In conclusion, the life and teachings of Prophet John emphasize the significance of faith, knowledge, and righteousness in our lives. We can draw valuable lessons from his example and use them to strengthen our own faith and commitment to God.
O John, peace be upon you!
