
*Respecting the Rights of Parents*
Dear believers!
Today, as with many important values, the duty of respecting our parents is often forgotten. Some people even see their parents as a burden. Yet, every child grows up through their parents' love, patience and sacrifice. Showing love and respect to them is both a debt and a religious duty. In the Qur'an, Allah says: "Worship none but Allah, and be kind to your parents." (17:23). After mentioning His own rights, Allah immediately reminds us of the rights of parents. He commands us not to be disrespectful to them, especially as they get older, not even to even say "Uff!" in irritation or complaint.
Sadly, today many parents are left alone. They are placed in nursing homes, remembered only once a year, and too often forgotten. Yet research shows that people find their deepest peace with their families. No one can be truly happy without them. Parents need more than food, drink, and shelter; they need love, attention, and respect.
In the Qur'an, Allah also says: "Be thankful to Me and to your parents. Remember that your return is to Me!" (31:14). This verse teaches us that being grateful to our parents is as important as being grateful to Allah Himself. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) also emphasized respecting parents many times. He said, "Woe to the one who lets their parents grow old without making them happy, and misses the chance to enter Paradise."
Wherever we may be, we must fulfill our duties toward our parents and never neglect them. Those who walk the path of love should visit their parents, care of them, meet their needs, and show them that they are valued. We should also use today's means of communication tools to keep in touch with them and bring them joy. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) once told a companion who wanted to join a battle: "Go back and serve your parents. Your jihad is with them. Stay close to your mother, for Paradise lies at her feet."
Those who fail to respect the rights of their parents will lose in this world and the next. Let us remember that making our parents happy is one of the surest ways to receive Allah's mercy.
