Khutbah Title: Worship Until Certainty Comes
First Khutbah
Al-ḥamdu lillāh, we praise Him, we seek His help and His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls and from our bad deeds. Whomever Allah guides, none can misguide; and whomever He leaves astray, none can guide.
I bear witness that there is no god but Allah alone, without partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad ﷺ is His servant and Messenger.
Amma ba‘d:
O servants of Allah, fear Allah as He should be feared, and do not die except in a state of Islam.
Allah ﷻ says in Qur'an:
“And worship your Lord until there comes to you al-yaqīn (certainty).”
(Surat al-Hijr 15:99)
This short but powerful ayah is a complete roadmap for the believer’s life.
What is “al-Yaqīn”?
The scholars of tafsīr, including Ibn Kathīr and others, explained that “al-yaqīn” here means death. Meaning:
Worship Allah continuously until your last breath.
Allah confirms this meaning elsewhere:
“Every soul shall taste death…” (Āl ‘Imrān 3:185)
“Wherever you may be, death will reach you…” (An-Nisā’ 4:78)
So this ayah is telling us:
There is no retirement from worship, no break from obedience, no “I’ve done enough.”
Consistency Over Intensity
The religion is not about short bursts of worship followed by long neglect. Rather, it is about steadfastness (istiqāmah).
The Prophet ﷺ said:
“The most beloved deeds to Allah are those that are consistent, even if small.”
(Bukhari & Muslim)
And he ﷺ was asked for advice, so he said:
“Say: I believe in Allah, then remain steadfast.” (Muslim)
This is exactly what Surah al-Hijr 99 teaches us:
Stay on the path until the end.
A Warning Against Spiritual Drop-Off
Many people worship Allah in certain seasons:
· In Ramadan, they pray. 
· In hardship, they turn to Allah. 
· In prison or difficulty, they reconnect. 
But when ease returns, worship fades.
Allah warns about this condition:
“And when harm touches man, he calls upon Us… then when We remove the harm from him, he passes on as if he never called upon Us.” (Yūnus 10:12)
The believer is not seasonal — the believer is constant.
The Example of the Prophet ﷺ
Our Messenger ﷺ, despite being forgiven of all his past and future sins, stood in prayer at night until his feet would swell.
When asked why, he replied:
“Should I not be a grateful servant?” (Bukhari & Muslim)
If this was the state of the best of creation, what about us?
The Reality of the End
Brothers and sisters, this ayah reminds us of something we often avoid:
Death is certain.
And when it comes, deeds stop.
The Prophet ﷺ said:
“When a person dies, his deeds come to an end except for three…” (Muslim)
So the command “worship your Lord” is urgent — because once al-yaqīn comes, there is no more opportunity.
Key Lessons from This Ayah
1. Worship is lifelong — not temporary 
2. Consistency is beloved to Allah 
3. Death is the only endpoint 
4. The believer must remain firm until the end 

Second Khutbah
Al-ḥamdu lillāh, and peace and blessings be upon Muhammad ﷺ.
O servants of Allah,
This ayah is not just a command — it is a call to prepare for meeting Allah.
How Do We Live This Ayah Practically?
1. Hold onto the obligations first
· The five daily prayers 
· Fasting 
· Zakah 
· Avoiding major sins 
The Prophet ﷺ said:
“The most important of matters is Islam… and its pillar is prayer.” (Tirmidhi)
2. Build small, consistent habits
· Even 2 rak‘ahs daily 
· A few verses of Qur’an 
· Daily dhikr 
3. Stay connected to the Qur’an
Allah says:
“Indeed, this Qur’an guides to that which is most upright…” (Al-Isrā’ 17:9)
4. Make du‘ā’ for steadfastness
The Prophet ﷺ frequently said:
“O Turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm upon Your religion.” (Tirmidhi)
A Powerful Reminder
Some people delay repentance thinking they will change later.
But Allah says:
“And spend from what We have provided you before death approaches one of you…” (Al-Munāfiqūn 63:10)
Because when death comes, the regret will be real — but too late.
Closing Reflection
Surat al-Hijr 99 is simple in wording, but عظيمة in meaning:
Worship Allah — until your last breath.
Not until you are tired.
Not until you are old.
Not until Ramadan ends.
But until you meet Him.

Final Du‘ā’
O Allah, make us among those who worship You sincerely until death comes to us.
O Allah, grant us steadfastness in our faith.
O Allah, do not let our hearts deviate after You have guided us.
O Allah, grant us a good ending (ḥusn al-khātimah).
اللّهُمَّ اهْدِنَا فِيمَنْ هَدَيْتَ، وَعَافِنَا فِيمَنْ عَافَيْتَ، وَتَوَلَّنَا فِيمَنْ تَوَلَّيْتَ، وَبَارِكْ لَنَا فِيمَا أَعْطَيْتَ، وَقِنَا شَرَّ مَا قَضَيْتَ
اللّهُمَّ يَا مُقَلِّبَ الْقُلُوبِ، ثَبِّتْ قُلُوبَنَا عَلَى دِينِكَ
اللّهُمَّ اغْفِرْ لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتِ، وَالْمُسْلِمِينَ وَالْمُسْلِمَاتِ، الأَحْيَاءِ مِنْهُمْ وَالأَمْوَاتِ
رَبَّنَا آتِنَا فِي الدُّنْيَا حَسَنَةً، وَفِي الآخِرَةِ حَسَنَةً، وَقِنَا عَذَابَ النَّارِ
اللّهُمَّ أَصْلِحْ لَنَا دِينَنَا الَّذِي هُوَ عِصْمَةُ أَمْرِنَا، وَأَصْلِحْ لَنَا دُنْيَانَا الَّتِي فِيهَا مَعَاشُنَا، وَأَصْلِحْ لَنَا آخِرَتَنَا الَّتِي فِيهَا مَعَادُنَا، وَاجْعَلِ الْحَيَاةَ زِيَادَةً لَنَا فِي كُلِّ خَيْرٍ، وَاجْعَلِ الْمَوْتَ رَاحَةً لَنَا مِنْ كُلِّ شَرٍّ

اللّهُمَّ انْصُرِ الْمُسْتَضْعَفِينَ مِنَ الْمُسْلِمِينَ، اللّهُمَّ فَرِّجْ هَمَّهُمْ، وَنَفِّسْ كَرْبَهُمْ، وَاقْضِ دَيْنَهُمْ، وَاشْفِ مَرْضَاهُمْ


