Keeping Ties with Kinship
وَالَّذٖينَ يَنْقُضُونَ عَهْدَ اللهِ مِنْ بَعْدِ مٖيثَاقِهٖ وَيَقْطَعُونَ مَٓا اَمَرَ اللهُ بِهٖٓ اَنْ يُوصَلَ وَيُفْسِدُونَ فِي الْاَرْضِۙ اُو۬لٰٓئِكَ لَهُمُ اللَّعْنَةُ وَلَهُمْ سُٓوءُ الدَّارِ
Dear believers,
Today, we're talking about something very important in our faith: sila-i rahim, maintaining strong family ties. This means being kind and caring toward our relatives, looking out for them, and making sure we do not neglect their rights. In many places in the Quran, Allah commands us to keep these bonds strong and not break them. In the first verse of Surat an-Nisa, Allah says: “O mankind! Fear God, in whose name you appeal to one another, and be mindful of your obligations in respect of ties of kinship. God is always watching over you.”
Our Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) took family relationships very seriously. He would visit his relatives and help them in any way he could, both materially and by providing them moral support. Stories from his life show us that being good to our family improves our lives, brings happiness, and draws us closer to Allah's mercy. The true meaning of maintaining family ties is not simply being kind when others are kind to us; rather, it is continuing to care for them even when they may fall short toward us. Islam teaches us to deal with family matters with fairness and to avoid harming one another through our words and actions.
Even though it is much easier to stay connected today through technology such as cell phones and social media, it often seems that we speak less with our extended family and, at times, hardly know them at all. Sadly, one of the values we are slowly neglecting is the importance of staying connected to our relatives. Strengthening these bonds does not only strengthen our families; it strengthens our entire community.
The Prophet (pbuh) warned us that cutting off ties with relatives is a sign of moral decline in society. He also taught us that kindness and care toward family are among the deeds whose rewards Allah hastens in this world. Neglecting this responsibility harms us individually and weakens society as a whole. Therefore, we should all strive to preserve our family ties and help build a world filled with mercy, kindness, and love. Cutting ourselves off from our relatives does not only mean losing their companionship; it can also mean depriving ourselves of Allah’s  mercy. 
Let us conclude by remembering that staying connected with our families benefits both them and us, and it brings us closer to the mercy and pleasure of Allah.
