
Our Mother Hacer and Making Sa'y
اَمَّنْ يُجٖيبُ الْمُضْطَرَّ اِذَا دَعَاهُ وَيَكْشِفُ السُّٓوءَ وَيَجْعَلُكُمْ خُلَـفَٓاءَ الْاَرْضِؕ ءَاِلٰهٌ مَعَ اللهِؕ قَلٖيلاً مَا تَذَكَّرُونَؕ
Neml, 27:62
Honored believers,
What raises a person to the highest rank in the sight of Allah is complete surrender to Him. Among the greatest examples of this surrender is our mother Hâcer (radiallahu anha). Allah commands his prophet, Halilürrahman, Ibrahim (AS) to leave Hâcer and their infant son, Ismail in a barren desert, a land with no water, no crops, no signs of life. Ibrahim (AS) obeys and leaves them in the valley that would one day become Mecca al-Mukarramah. As he walks away, he does not look back, fearing that compassion for his family might make him hesitate in carrying out Allah’s command.
Then, Hâcer calls out: “O Ibrahim! (أَبِأَمْرِ اللهِ أَمْ بِأَمْرِكَ) Did Allah command you to do this, or is this your own decision?” He replies: بِأَمْرِ اللهِ يَا هَاجَر  “It is Allah who commanded me O Hâcer.”
At that moment, peace fills her heart, and she says: اِذٌا لَنْ يَدَعَنَا اَبَدٌا “Then Allah will never abandon us.”
Dear believers,
This is the lesson Hâcer teaches us: to obey Allah with trust and certainty, believing that He will never forsake those who walk the path He has commanded. 
Soon after, the child begins to cry from thirst. Imagine that scene: a mother alone in the desert, no water, no people, no shelter, her infant crying in her arms. But, Hâcer (RA) does not give in to despair. She runs to Safa, searching for water. Seeing nothing, she rushes to Marwa. Back and forth she runs. Again, and again. Seven times between Safa and Marwa. And to this day, every Muslim performing Hajj or Umrah follows in her footsteps through the rite of sa’y. Why? Because Hâcer (RA) teaches us that trusting Allah does not mean sitting still and waiting. True reliance upon Allah means exhausting every effort while placing your heart completely in Him.
At last, exhausted, she turns to Allah: “My Lord, I have done all that I can. I cannot abandon this child. I cannot disobey Your command. You see our condition. You hear our cries.”
Then comes the divine response:
اَمَّنْ يُجٖيبُ الْمُضْطَرَّ اِذَا دَعَاهُ وَيَكْشِفُ السُّٓوءَ
“Who is it that answers the desperate when they call upon Him, and removes their hardship?”
Who answers the cry of the desperate?
Who removes hardship when every door seems closed?
Is it anyone besides Allah?
It is at the moment when all means are exhausted, when a person realizes that no one remains except Allah, that divine help arrives. And beneath the feet of the crying child, Allah causes Zamzam to burst forth from the earth.
Dear Believers who are burdened by hardship!
Zamzam came only after our mother Hâcer had exhausted every effort available to her. She searched, struggled, prayed, and trusted; and then, Allah opened a way where no way seemed possible. This is the lesson for all of us: there are moments when a believer says: “My Lord, I have done everything I can. I have no strength left.” It is precisely in those moments that we must remember the promise of Allah:
اَمَّنْ يُجٖيبُ الْمُضْطَرَّ اِذَا دَعَاهُ وَيَكْشِفُ السُّٓوءَ
“Who is it that answers the desperate when they call upon Him, and removes their hardship?”
Who can remove the trials surrounding you?
Who can calm the storms within your heart?
Who can heal your wounds, lift your burdens, and replace your fear with peace?
ALLAH ALONE!
It is Allah alone who brings relief.
Allah alone who opens closed doors.
Allah alone who heals the heart and lifts hardship from His servants.
Honored Believers,
Every year, millions travel to Mecca and relive the struggle of Hâcer (RA). Through Hajj, Allah teaches us one of life’s greatest lessons: a believer never gives up in hardship. The believer strives with every effort and places complete trust in Allah. May Allah make us among those who trust Him sincerely and witness His mercy in both this world and the next.
