
Make Peace Between Your Brothers
اِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ اِخْوَةٌ فَاَصْلِحُوا بَيْنَ اَخَوَيْكُمْ وَاتَّقُوا اللهَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ
"Indeed, the believers are but brothers, so make peace between your brothers and fear Allah so that you may receive mercy." (Surah Al-Hujurat, 49:10)
Dear Believers,
Our Almighty Lord has declared the believers to be brothers and has commanded that any conflicts between them be resolved. Our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) also said, "It is not permissible for a Muslim to avoid speaking to his brother for more than three days," emphasizing that prolonged estrangement is not acceptable. He also said, "The best of them is the one who starts with the greeting of peace." The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)  encouraged reconciliation and even taught that making peace between people is more virtuous than fasting, praying, and giving charity.
Estrangement is not just a personal matter; it can shake families, divide communities, and weaken great causes. Conflicts between spouses break homes; disputes among fellow believers weaken the efforts of da'wah; disagreements in business darken hearts. In such cases, reconciliation – which the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) personally practiced and recommended – becomes a vital sunnah.
The story of our mother Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), who reconciled with her nephew after a disagreement and freed forty slaves out of gratitude, is one such example. The Prophet (peace be upon him) himself went out to reconcile fighting tribes. He intervened immediately when he heard about a dispute between his daughter Fatimah and her husband Ali (may Allah be pleased with them both). In financial matters, he listened to both parties and guided them with fairness. He even served as a mediator between Muslims and the People of the Book, always upholding justice.
However, not all forms of mediation are acceptable in Islam. Reconciliation must not distort what is lawful or unlawful. Making the unlawful lawful, or the lawful unlawful, in the name of peace is not permitted. Mediation must preserve the balance of justice and uphold the rights and limits established by Allah.
Dear believers,
True virtue is not only in repairing what is broken, but in avoiding the actions that cause harm in the first place. A Muslim should first be at peace with their own heart, and then extend that peace to their family, neighbors, and community. They should live in peace and avoid breaking hearts or hurting feelings. The Prophet (peace be upon him) taught us this with his hadith: "Whoever remains estranged from their brother for a year, it is as if they have shed their blood."
Today, humanity is wounded and hearts are broken. In many homes, silence has replaced warmth; in many hearts, distance replaced love. Let us, then, revive this Sunnah of our Prophet. Let us reconcile those who are estranged, mend wounded hearts, and rebuild the bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood.
May our Lord make us among those who first achieve peace within themselves, and then spread that peace to others. May He make us among those who stand by the broken-hearted, who mediate between those in conflict, and who bring healing to divided hearts. May He make us a nation that lives by and reflects the noble character of our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him).
