Khutbah Title: Unchanging Servitude Through Every Trial
First Khutbah
الحمد لله نحمده ونستعينه ونستغفره، ونعوذ بالله من شرور أنفسنا ومن سيئات أعمالنا...
Servants of Allah,
One of the greatest signs of faith is consistency with Allah. Many people worship Allah enthusiastically when life is easy, but when trials come, their commitment weakens. Yet the Qur'an repeatedly praises those whose servitude remains unchanged regardless of what Allah decrees for them.
Allah says in Surah Al-Fajr:
"O reassured soul, return to your Lord, pleased and pleasing. Enter among My servants, and enter My Paradise." (89:27-30)
And Allah says in Surah Al-Bayyinah:
"Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds—they are the best of creation. Their reward with their Lord is Gardens of Eternity beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever. Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. That is for whoever fears his Lord." (98:7-8)
These verses describe a remarkable group of people. They are not praised because they never suffered. They are not praised because they never experienced loss. Rather, they are praised because their relationship with Allah remained firm through every circumstance.
Notice the beautiful parallels between these passages.
In Surah Al-Fajr, Allah describes the believer as "radiyatan mardiyyah"—pleased and pleasing.
In Surah Al-Bayyinah, Allah says: "Radiyallahu 'anhum wa radu 'anhu"—Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.
The destination is the same because the quality is the same: contentment with Allah.
The believer does not worship Allah only when things go according to his plans. Rather, he worships Allah because Allah is worthy of worship.
When wealth comes, he remains a servant.
When poverty comes, he remains a servant.
When health comes, he remains a servant.
When illness comes, he remains a servant.
When people praise him, he remains a servant.
When people criticize him, he remains a servant.
His identity is not determined by circumstances; it is determined by his servitude to Allah.
Brothers and sisters,
One of the greatest diseases of the heart is conditional worship. Allah mentions people who worship Him on the edge. If good comes to them, they are satisfied; if hardship strikes them, they turn away.
The righteous are different. They understand that Allah is Ar-Rahman in times of ease and in times of hardship. They understand that Allah's wisdom does not disappear when they cannot see it.
The "tranquil soul" in Surah Al-Fajr is tranquil because it trusts Allah. It knows that every decree comes from a Lord who is perfectly wise, perfectly merciful, and perfectly just.
Such a soul finds peace not because life is easy, but because Allah is sufficient.
The believers described in Surah Al-Bayyinah combine two qualities: faith and righteous action. Their faith remains alive, and their deeds remain consistent. Trials do not make them abandon prayer. Loss does not make them abandon gratitude. Difficulty does not make them abandon obedience.
This is why Allah calls them "the best of creation."
Not because they were spared tests, but because they remained devoted through tests.
Consider the lives of the Prophets.
Nuh preached for centuries.
Ibrahim was thrown into the fire.
Musa faced oppression and rejection.
Ayyub lost health, wealth, and family.
And our beloved Prophet ﷺ endured hardship after hardship.
Yet none of them changed their servitude because circumstances changed.
Their worship was for Allah—not for comfort, status, or worldly gain.
Second Khutbah
الحمد لله رب العالمين...
Dear brothers and sisters,
When we hear these verses, we should ask ourselves:
What happens to my worship when I am tested?
What happens to my trust in Allah when things do not go according to my plans?
Do I remain pleased with Allah's decree?
Do I continue serving Him with consistency?
The highest level of faith is not merely patience. It is to reach a state where the heart remains attached to Allah through every condition.
The believers of Surah Al-Bayyinah are rewarded because Allah is pleased with them.
The soul of Surah Al-Fajr is welcomed because it is pleased with Allah.
This mutual pleasure between the servant and the Lord is among the greatest goals of faith.
The believer says:
"My Lord gave me blessings, and I worship Him."
"My Lord tested me, and I worship Him."
"My Lord opened doors for me, and I worship Him."
"My Lord closed doors for me, and I worship Him."
Because Allah deserves worship in every circumstance.
And when such a servant meets Allah, he hears the most beautiful call:
"O reassured soul, return to your Lord, pleased and pleasing. Enter among My servants, and enter My Paradise."
May Allah make us among those who believe and do righteous deeds, among those with tranquil souls, among those who remain steadfast through trials and blessings, and among those with whom Allah is pleased and who are pleased with Him.
آمين
وأقم الصلاة
Adding Qur'an 9:51 is an excellent choice because it provides the theological foundation for the attitude described in Al-Fajr and Al-Bayyinah. The believers who are "pleased with Allah and Allah is pleased with them" are able to reach that state because they deeply believe that nothing befalls them except what Allah has decreed, and that Allah is their Protector.
The progression becomes very natural:
1. Al-Tawbah 51 – The believer's worldview during trials.
2. Al-Bayyinah 7-8 – The believer's character and conduct in life.
3. Al-Fajr 27-30 – The believer's final welcome at death.
This creates a complete spiritual journey from decree, to steadfast servitude, to eternal reward.
Writing
Khutbah Title: Unchanging Servitude in Times of Ease and Trial
First Khutbah
الحمد لله نحمده ونستعينه ونستغفره، ونعوذ بالله من شرور أنفسنا ومن سيئات أعمالنا، من يهده الله فلا مضل له ومن يضلل فلا هادي له، وأشهد أن لا إله إلا الله وحده لا شريك له وأشهد أن محمدًا عبده ورسوله.
أما بعد،
I advise myself and all of you to fear Allah, for taqwa is the provision of the believer in this world and the next.
Servants of Allah,
Life is a succession of blessings and trials. No one is given constant ease, and no one is left in constant hardship. Allah alternates between these conditions to test the sincerity of our faith and the reality of our servitude.
The question is not whether we will be tested.
The question is: Will our servitude to Allah remain unchanged when we are tested?
Many people worship Allah enthusiastically when life is comfortable, when their health is good, when their wealth is increasing, and when their plans are unfolding as they hoped. But when hardship strikes, some begin to question Allah's wisdom, neglect their worship, or lose hope in His mercy.
The believer is different.
The believer's relationship with Allah is not dependent upon circumstances. His worship is not conditional. He worships Allah in prosperity and adversity, in gain and loss, in health and illness.
Allah gives us the foundation for this attitude in Surah At-Tawbah:
"Say: Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah has decreed for us. He is our Protector. And upon Allah let the believers rely." (9:51)
This verse teaches three great realities.
First, nothing reaches us except by Allah's decree.
No difficulty, no illness, no loss, no disappointment, and no success occurs outside the knowledge, wisdom, and decree of Allah.
Second, Allah says: "He is our Protector."
The believer does not merely believe that Allah decrees events. He believes that the One who decrees them is his Mawla—his Guardian, Protector, Helper, and Lord.
Even when he does not understand the wisdom, he trusts the One who decreed it.
Third, Allah concludes:
"And upon Allah let the believers rely."
Reliance upon Allah is not passive resignation. It is active trust. The believer takes every lawful means available while placing his heart entirely in Allah.
This conviction transforms hardship.
The believer still feels pain.
The believer still grieves.
The believer still struggles.
But he never loses his servitude to Allah.
Brothers and sisters,
This is the very quality praised by Allah in Surah Al-Bayyinah:
"Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds—they are the best of creation. Their reward with their Lord is Gardens of Eternity beneath which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. That is for whoever fears his Lord." (98:7-8)
Notice that Allah praises both their faith and their righteous deeds.
Trials did not destroy their faith.
Hardships did not stop their worship.
Disappointments did not prevent their obedience.
Their circumstances changed, but their devotion did not.
When blessings came, they thanked Allah.
When trials came, they remained patient.
When doors opened, they praised Allah.
When doors closed, they trusted Allah.
This is why Allah calls them the best of creation.
Not because they were free from tests.
But because they remained faithful through tests.
The Prophets exemplified this reality.
Nuh remained steadfast despite centuries of rejection.
Ibrahim remained devoted when cast into the fire.
Musa remained firm before tyranny and oppression.
Ayyub remained grateful despite prolonged suffering.
And our beloved Prophet ﷺ remained Allah's devoted servant through persecution, loss, hunger, exile, and victory alike.
None of them changed their worship because their circumstances changed.
Second Khutbah
الحمد لله رب العالمين، وأشهد أن لا إله إلا الله ولي الصالحين، وأشهد أن محمدًا عبده ورسوله.
أما بعد،
Dear brothers and sisters,
The believer described in Surah At-Tawbah develops a heart of trust.
The believer described in Surah Al-Bayyinah lives a life of consistent faith and righteous deeds.
And the believer described in Surah Al-Fajr reaches the final destination.
Allah says:
"O reassured soul, return to your Lord, pleased and pleasing. Enter among My servants. Enter My Paradise." (89:27-30)
Reflect on these words.
The soul is called mutma'innah—reassured, tranquil, at peace.
Why?
Because throughout life it learned the lesson of Surah At-Tawbah:
"Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah has decreed for us."
It trusted Allah in every circumstance.
It remained steadfast in worship.
It remained patient in hardship.
It remained grateful in ease.
As a result, when death arrives, Allah addresses it with honor.
Notice again the connection between these verses.
In Surah Al-Bayyinah:
"Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him."
In Surah Al-Fajr:
"Return to your Lord, pleased and pleasing."
This mutual pleasure between the servant and his Lord is among the highest stations of faith.
The believer reaches a point where he no longer judges Allah's favor merely by worldly outcomes.
He is pleased with Allah whether he receives what he wanted or not.
He knows that Allah's wisdom is greater than his own understanding.
He knows that Allah's mercy is greater than his perception.
He knows that Allah's decree is always better than his choice.
Therefore, his servitude remains unchanged.
He says:
"My Lord gave me blessings, and I worship Him."
"My Lord tested me, and I worship Him."
"My Lord granted me success, and I worship Him."
"My Lord withheld from me, and I worship Him."
Because Allah is worthy of worship in every circumstance.
May Allah make us among those who place their trust in Him, among those who believe and do righteous deeds, among those with tranquil souls, among those who remain steadfast through trials and blessings, and among those with whom Allah is pleased and who are pleased with Him.
اللهم اجعلنا منهم، واغفر لنا ولوالدينا ولجميع المسلمين.
إن الله يأمر بالعدل والإحسان وإيتاء ذي القربى وينهى عن الفحشاء والمنكر والبغي يعظكم لعلكم تذكرون.
وأقم الصلاة.
The central message of this finalized khutbah can be summarized in one sentence:
The believer's circumstances may change, but his servitude does not—because he knows that whatever befalls him is from Allah's wise decree (9:51), he remains steadfast in faith and righteous deeds (98:7-8), and ultimately returns to Allah as a tranquil soul that is pleased and pleasing (89:27-30).


