Wisdom in Qur'anic Stories
وَكُلًّا نَقُصُّ عَلَيْكَ مِنْ أَنْبَاءِ الرُّسُلِ مَا نُثَبِّتُ بِهِ فُؤَادَكَ وَجَاءَكَ فِي هَذِهِ الْحَقُّ وَمَوْعِظَةٌ وَذِكْرَى لِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ
Honorable believers! 
Allah tells us in the Qur’an: “And all that We relate to you of the stories of the messengers is to strengthen your heart with them. And in these stories has come to you the truth, a reminder, and a lesson for the believers.” (11:120)
The Qur’an tells us the stories of many prophets, but these stories are more than historical records. They strengthen our hearts, teach us important lessons, and guide us in our daily lives. When we read these stories, we should not only ask, “What happened to them?” We should also ask, “What does Allah want me to learn from this?”
The story of Prophet Adam and Hawwa (Eve) teaches us to be wary of Satan and his whispers. When they recognized their mistake, they turned to Allah and sought His forgiveness. Their story reminds us that when we make mistakes, we should return to Allah with sincere repentance.
The story of Prophet Yusuf teaches us patience, truthfulness, and trust in Allah. Despite being betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, and imprisoned, Yusuf remained patient and trusted Allah. Eventually, by Allah’s will, he rose to a position of great responsibility in Egypt. His forgiveness of his brothers also teaches us how to respond to those who have wronged us.
The story of Prophet Ayyub is another powerful example of patience and submission to Allah. He faced severe illness and tremendous loss, yet he remained steadfast and never lost his faith. His story reminds us that hardship does not mean that Allah has abandoned us.
The story of Prophet Yunus teaches us that the door of repentance is always open. In the darkness of the belly of the fish, he turned sincerely to Allah:
لَا إِلَٰهَ إِلَّا أَنْتَ سُبْحَانَكَ إِنِّي كُنْتُ مِنَ الظَّالِمِينَ
“There is no god but You. Glory be to You. Indeed, I was among the wrongdoers.”
Allah answered his supplication and rescued him. His story reminds us that when we find ourselves in darkness, we should turn toward Allah rather than lose hope.
Honorable believers,
The Qur’anic stories also teach us to remain firm in our faith when we face opposition and oppression.
Prophet Nuh called his people to worship Allah alone despite their persistent rejection. Prophet Ibrahim fearlessly defended monotheism and rejected the worship of idols. When a tyrant sought to punish him by throwing him into a great fire, Allah protected him.
The struggle between Prophet Musa and Pharaoh is another powerful example of standing against oppression and trusting in Allah. Pharaoh enslaved and oppressed the Children of Israel and claimed an authority that belonged only to Allah. Allah sent Musa as His messenger and supported him against Pharaoh’s tyranny. Ultimately, Allah saved His servants and caused Pharaoh and his army to drown.
These stories remind us that no matter how powerful an oppressor may appear, Allah is greater. Power and tyranny do not last forever, and every person will ultimately stand before Allah and be held accountable.
The Qur’an also teaches us through Maryam and Prophet Zakariyya the power of sincere worship and supplication. Despite her difficult circumstances, Maryam remained devoted to Allah, and Allah honored her with a miraculous blessing. Zakariyya continued to pray for a child despite his old age, and Allah granted his supplication by giving him Yahya.
The Qur’an also tells us about Prophet Isa (Jesus), who called people to worship Allah and, by Allah’s permission, performed extraordinary miracles. His life teaches us humility, devotion, and complete submission to Allah.
And finally, Allah gives us the life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as the greatest example of faith, patience, perseverance, mercy, and steadfastness. He and his companions faced rejection, persecution, hardship, and loss, yet they remained committed to Allah and His guidance.
Honorable believers,
The Qur’anic stories are not simply stories of people who lived in the past. They are mirrors in which we can see our own struggles. When we are tempted by sin, we can remember Adam. When we face hardship, we can remember Ayyub. When we find ourselves in darkness, we can remember Yunus. When we are wronged, we can remember Yusuf. When we face opposition for doing what is right, we can remember Ibrahim and Musa. When our prayers seem unanswered, we can remember Zakariyya. And in all circumstances, we can look to the life of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as our greatest example.
Allah tells us that these stories are meant to strengthen our hearts. So let us not read them merely as stories of the past. Let us read them as guidance for our own lives. Let us learn from those who came before us, emulate the noble character of the prophets, remain steadfast in our faith, and turn to Allah in every circumstance.
When our hearts are tested, when we face hardship, temptation, injustice, or uncertainty, let us return to the stories Allah has given us—not simply to remember what happened to those who came before us, but to find strength for our own journey. For Allah has given us these stories to strengthen our hearts.
May Allah make us among those who listen to His guidance, learn from the stories of the Qur’an, live with faith and righteous deeds, and attain His mercy and Paradise
